INTHE HAMPTbNS, A SHINGLED HOUSE
TAKES ITS CUE FROM AN IMAGINED HISTORY
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arrative and architecture: It’s
not very often that the two go
hand in hand. But consider
the story of a couple, long-
time renters in the Hamptons, who spend
years looking for the ideal house and are
unsuccessful in their quest. They switch
gears and decide to search for a piece of
land instead, with the notion that the ideal
house is, after all, one they commission
themselves. They tend to favor the more
modest charms of Wainscott over the
showier, busier energies of East Hampton
and Southampton. Lots are scarce and of-
ten tricky to build on. Finally, in the hamlet
itself, right there between the schoolhouse
and the chapel, they come upon the last
unbuilt parcel on Main Street.
The lot is not very wide, but it has
ample depth and handsome views over
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fields in one direction and the water in
another. The couple, a New York execu-
tive and his wife, have three children and
many friends and relatives they hope to
accommodate. They do not want a cot-
tage in its literal sense but a cottage in
the Newport (or Hamptons) sense: capa-
cious, rambling, with many varied public
rooms and comfortable bedrooms, a large,
efficient kitchen, a pool, a poolhouse—the
works. They are insistent, however, that
the structure respect its setting and speak
to the local Shingle Style vernacular. They
want it, in short, to have more in common
with houses put up at the turn of the 20th
century than at the turn of the 21st.

So how do they solve this conundrum of
siting, setting and size? They sit down with
their architect, Frank Greenwald, and their
interior designer, Timothy Macdonald,

With its Shingle Style front portion
and attached barnlike structures in
the rear, a Wainscott, New York, res-
idence, designed by architect Frank
Greenwald, is an unusual combina-
tion of formal and informal. ApovE:
The turret, near the porte cochere,
was inspired by a local chapel.

OrrosiTe: Interior designer Timothy
Macdonald says the entrance hall is
“the classic you'd expect.” An oil by
Eric Freeman is on the balcony. Amy
Perlin Antiques cabinet. Carlos de
la Puente chandelier. Mirror, Lee
Calicchio. Newel Art Galleries lamp.
Patterson, Flynn & Martin rugs.









