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THANKS TO DESIGNER SHARON SIMONAIRE, AN ECLECTIC
CONFLUENCE OF STYLES SEAMLESSLY COMES TOGETHER AT AN

UNEXPECTEDLY COSMOPOLITAN BEACH HOUSE
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Intoday’s world of renovation, there are all kinds of upgrades: plusher
sofas, nickel-plated bath fittings, more fabulous wood floors. But the
best example of the constant passion for home improvement lies in
how two words—a verb and a preposition—got upgraded to a noun.

Thatis, teardown. Of course, given how quick some people are to pro-
nounce a death sentence on existing houses, razing them immediately
to build new ones that are twice as big, getting them decorated in-
stantly, and moving right in, a noun was needed—and fast.

But what's the hurry? Not everyone is frantic for perfection Right Now.
It was in the mid-'90s that Ira Statfeld and Michael Recanati bought
a rambling, undistinguished ranch house on a prize piece of East
Hampton real estate, steps from the Atlantic dunes, and, strange as it
may seem, just moved in. Eight years later a totally new structure has
at long last risen, and with the help of decorator Sharon Simonaire, the
couple and their young son, Rafe, have that rare thing: a showplace that
also feels as though they’ve lived in it for many years.






